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Wall posters (‘a-tzu-pao) have been 
very popular in China for some time. 
They have served as a supplement to 
more modern media in spreading of- 
ficial propaganda among the people 
but much more importantly, for the 
past few years they have been in- 
creasingly used by private individuals 
and groups to communicate their at- 
titudes, opinions and grievances both 
to the public at large and to the 
authorities. Under the tight political 
control that grips the China mainland, 
it has required considerable hardi- 
hood to put up posters at all and 
there have been very great difficulties 
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in circulating them beyond the bor- 
ders of China. In recent years, how- 
ever, the contents of some posters 
have reached the outside world 
through photocopies, reprints and 
handwritten copies that have been 
smuggled out by visitors or relayed to 
their newspapers by foreign reporters. 
Nonetheless, such texts are rare, par- 
ticularly photocopies or other com- 
plete and accurate texts. 

What They Say is a collection of 
reliable and accurate texts of wall 
posters that have appeared on the 
China mainland. As far as possible, 
photostatic copies have been used. 
These have been supplemented with a 
few articles from underground maga- 
zines that have circulated (illegally) 
on the China mainland. In some cases, 
printed copies of such articles have 
also been pasted up as wall posters. 


What They Say is offered to 
readers who take a keen interest in 
following developments on the China 
mainland. We hope the material pre- 
sented will contribute toward broad- 
ening and deepening the reader’s 
understanding of current events in 
that area. 


Price: 
U.S. $7.00 for delivery by surface 
U.S. $9.00 for delivery by air mail 
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